[Future dreams of a traditional bedside care unit. Clinical nursing unit].
Clinical nursing unit is a new, innovative attempt to provide care for those who need high quality nursing temporarily as a means of achieving recovery. The unit is fundamentally different than a medical ward. The leader of the unit is a nurse and nursing is the main activity. The work is always multidisciplinary other healthcare professionals acting as consultants and working within the agreed philosophy. In this paper a short review of literature on the clinical nursing unit and its benefits are presented. Studies suggest that they are both feasible and beneficial alternatives to acute and community hospitals. Can such a unit become a part of reality in Finland is also discussed.